MIXED NEWS!

"] THEATRE

WINTER 2011

Winter 2011: snow flurries and a flurry of new season activities
... themes echoed in Mixed Company Theatre’s offices! Follow
MCT’s flurry of activities as we:

... prepare for our 2011 Educational tour season!

... make progress on the much anticipated revamp of

MCT’s web site.

... make our mark on Conferences and Workshops

across Ontario.
Get the details on each story, alongside MCT’s Artistic Director,
Simon Malbagot’s aptly named:“MCT - It’s all about ACT-
ivity!” - and find out more about our changing faces in “Meet
the Outreach Team!”
This new year brings news from Mixed Company’s Management
team too! General Manager, Daniel Booth, reports on grants and
supporters in “Grant News is Great News!” As snow falls and
flurries scurry, there’s a familiar swirl of activity for MCT’s
Outreach team, as telephones ring, emails blast, and the tour
calendar fills, signaling the seasonal bustle of Tour Booking and
Workshop requests.
Deidre Budgell and Maureen Verboom update readers on tours of
Mixed Messages, Project ACT, and new shows: A Fine Line
and The Green Show along with a ‘sneak peak’ at MCT’s
Professional Development Workshop - PA Day Series for
Teachers, Classroom Workshop opportunities - and MCT’s
customized Workshops.
Happy New Year and thank you for checking in on what’s new at

Mixed Company Theatre!

MCT’s WINTER/SPRING TOUR LINE-UP

After one of the busiest Fall tours on record, MCT is thrilled

to present our Winter/Spring Line-Up: offering 3 shows for
all ages and tackling diverse issues.

GRADES: 9-12

A new forum theatre
production about sexual
harassment. Created in
collaboration with youth and
the Canadian Safe Schools
Network (formally ESP), A Fine
Line catalyzes dialogue about
this timely issue facing youth.

a fine line

New for Winter 2011!
Touring January 24—
March 11

GRADES: 7-9
A three-tiered interactive
performance about physical

Prokct  ACT

activity, healthy eating, and
substance misuse prevention.
Sponsored by the Ontario

Ministry of Health Promotion & EXTENDED!
Sport, Healthy Communities Touring January 24—
March 11
Fund.
: 9“@ For Grades 1-6

(2 Versions: 1-3/4-6)

An engaging and ECO-taining
look at being environmen-
tally friendly. Students learn
how to: reduce their eco-
logical footprint, reduce/
reuse/recycle and ‘greenify’
their environment!

) _7' The Grsei Skl

New for Spring 2011!
Touring April 4—22
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Goes Interactive
On-line!

This January, life imitated art as MCT - Toronto’s
interactive forum theatre for social change—
established an interactive on-line experience for
its audiences.

Known for our interactive techniques it's not
surprising that we’ve brought these to our web
sitel MCT’s new site promises to engage visitors
in an on-line interactive experience shadowing
the real life experience audiences engage in
with any of the company’s live forum theatre
productions. New features include streaming
navigation, user-friendly enhanced options, a
Mixed Company Blog and new social media
options along with an interactive tour calendar.

Add MCT to your “Favourites;” -

http: //www.mixedcompanytheatre.com/ -
check in on our progress, and join our on-line
conversations. We already interact with you on
stage... now it’s time to share the MCT
interactive experience on linel

MCT—It’s All About
ACT-ivity

- Simon Malbogat, Artistic Director

It is Winter 2011, Mixed Company’s
28" year in operation. And with
MCT’s very existence—past, present and future—
predicated on this notion of “act”ivity, it is both
fitting and timely to be writing about MCT’s
goings on! Since its inception—in the 1980’s as an
artist run collective—and throughout its history,
MCT’s vision and mission remains to create
innovative, interactive drama as a tool for
positive change.

Nationally recognized for our work in
schools, the community and the workplace, we
use forum theatre and other collaborative
methods to engage, educate and empower our
audiences, creating solutions to challenging issues
in their daily lives.

A globally recognized Centre of Forum
Theatre since 1992, Mixed Company Theatre today
partners with schools, corporations and
community organizations across Canada and
around the world. As we enter 2011, our
partnership with these groups is reaching new
heights. Catch up on our growth and expansion
with these important MCT partners throughout the
pages of this edition of Mixed News and learn
about those who sharing our commitment to life-
long learning - a pledge we remain loyal to in all
of our endeavours.

| am delighted to be sharing our latest
changes with you and thank all of you, our loyal
audiences, government and community
supporters, colleagues, friends, creative
community and partners, and the outstanding MCT
team - for your contributions and support all
through these years of positive change together.

10 THINGS YOU need to
know about mixed
company theatre

MIXED COMPANY THEATRE’S
OFFICIAL ACRONYM = MCT

FORUM THEATRE is defined as
“INTERACTIVE THEATRE which
involves AUDIENCES IN
DEVELOPING REAL TIME
STRATEGIES for dealing with
SOCIAL AND PERSONAL
ISSUES.”

SPECT-ACTORS - A TERM
COINED BY Augusto Boal
describing FORUM THEATRE
AUDIENCES - unique in their
DUAL ROLE as BOTH
SPECTATOR and ACTOR.

FORUM THEATRE IS A UNESCO-

RECOGNIZED (UNITED NATIONS
EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND

CULTURAL ORGANIZATION) TOOL
FOR POSITIVE SOCIAL CHANGE.

MCT DELIVERS CUSTOMIZED
CORPORATE WORKSHOPS ON
SITE AT EACH WORK PLACE -
EFFICIENTLY ENGAGING,
EMPOWERING AND EDUCATING
BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY
INITIATIVE PROJECT - FOR 2
DECADES MCT has offered a
FORUM and VOICE for people
battling issues of drug
addiction, homelessness and
violence. The 2011 initiative is
THE COMPASS PROJECT.

MCT OFFERS WORKSHOPS
FOR ALL AGES!

SINCE 1983 - MCT's
EDUCATIONAL TOUR, HAS
DELIVERED 4-6 PERFORMANCES
ANNUALLY - ENGAGING,
EDUCATING and EMPOWERING
ONTARIO STUDENTS.

THE LOW DOWN ON
SHOWDOWN - SHOWDOWN
RETURNMED BY POPULAR
DEMAND FOR A SPECIAL FALL
2010 EDUCATIONAL TOUR ANTI-
BULLYING WEEK - NOV 15 - 19

2011/2012 @ MIXED
COMPANY— SHEAK PEEK
COMING THIS MONTH!
STAY TUNED!




MCT partners with Toronto Police
for DISS remount

Mixed Company Theatre is proud to
announce a new partnership with the Toronto
Police Services Board to bring DISS—MCT's
groundbreaking gang violence production—to
schools throughout the Toronto area this spring.
Thanks to generous funding, 25 priority schools will
have the opportunity to participate in this
interactive performance in May—June 2011.

Originally created in 2009, in collaboration
with professional artists including Chalmers Award-
winning playwright, Rex Deverell, hip-hop artists
Tru-Paz and Miles Jones, and Toronto area youth
affected by violence in their communities, DISS has
played to over 5,000 Toronto high school students
and has been recognized by the Toronto Police
Service as an effective tool to engage and educate
youth on this current and hot-button issue.

A new component for this tour will be the
addition of post-show discussion after the
performances facilitated by Toronto Police and
members of community organizations that focus on
gang and violence-related issues with Toronto area
youth. This new component will help solidify the
message and act as forum for youth to further
discuss the issues with members of their own
community who have front-line experience with
and understanding of violence.

DISS employs Mixed Company Theatre’s
unique forum theatre technique, with youth
performing raps based on their experience with
violence while a DJ spins live beats throughout the
show. The play presents worst-case scenarios of
gang involvement, catalyzing audience members to
express their voices, making our communities
safer.

All Ages Fall for
MCT’s Fall
Educational

Tour and
Workshops

Mixed Company’s Fall Educational Tour and
Workshop options prove that Life-Long
Learning remains an MCT Cornerstone. From
Mixed Messages in Ontario Universities,
Clowning Around in Southern Ontario with
grades 2-6, activating Project ACT in
Ontario’s four corners for grades 7-9, and all
the while delivering Professional
Development Workshops for educators, social
workers, community leaders, theatre
professionals, students and workplace
professionals & employees, MCT is contributing
to positive social change through forum
theatre in life-long learning environments.
Proud to share this cornerstone of our
heritage, read about each of our projects and
remember to contact us to book a
performance or workshop wherever you teach,
learn or work - MCT is committed to delivering
performances and workshops for learners of all
ages.

GRANT NEWS is GREAT NEWS!

- Daniel Booth, General Manager

Our offices are buzzing with enthusiastic
activity thanks in part to tour and operating
grant funding MCT has received for our
2010/2011 initiatives. Support from the Toronto
Arts Council (TAC), the City of Toronto Drug
Prevention Community Intervention Program,
and the Ontario Arts Council (OAC) are helping
move forward our mandate to engage, educate
and empower. We're excited about sharing
details of this news with you and extend our
gratitude to these benefactors.

MCT’s Community Initiative for 2010/11 -
The Compass Project - is made possible thanks
to the generosity of the City of Toronto’s Drug
Prevention Community Intervention Program.
MCT artists will collaborate with youth aged 16-
25 who have experienced substance use to
develop an original, interactive, and issue-based
play. Working with the Canadian Safe Schools
Network (formerly Empowered Student
Partnerships), this dynamic team of 8 Compass
participants will perform for 10 youth audiences
in priority neighbourhoods across Toronto. The
Compass Project will provide opportunities for
youth to develop communication skills, for
positive community interaction and personal
growth, while empowering approximately 200
marginalized youth from diverse backgrounds to
find solutions to substance abuse issues.

The OAC's Touring Grant helps artists and
organizations reach and develop new audiences,
fostering collaboration between touring
companies and local artists, organizations and
communities. For MCT, this assisted our efforts
to expand the geographic boundaries of the Fall
2010 Educational tour.

Mixed Company is also happy to announce
that through the Government of Ontario,
Ministry of Tourism and Culture, we have
received additional funds to support
organizational sustainability from the Arts
Investment Fund. Administered by OAC,
Executive Director John Brotman stated that this
fund aims, “to build private sector support, grow
earned revenues and invest in audience
development.” Ongoing operating support has
also been received from both the OAC and the
TAC.

We're always grateful for the tour and
operating grant funding bestowed upon us and
look forward to this year being MCT’s best ever!

2011 @ MCT is ALL NEW!

2011’s Winter season plan follows Fall
2010's commitment to Life-Long Learning and
interjects some NEW NEWS! Back by popular
demand, Project ACT is, touring in repertoire
with an all new production about harassment - A
Fine Line for grades 9-12. Spring 2011 awakens
young audiences to their role as earth citizens as
The Green Show teaches students how to:
reduce their ecological footprint, reduce/
reuse/recycle with savvy, and to brainstorm how
to GREENIFY their environment as responsible
“ECO” citizens.

Proud to share this cornerstone of our
heritage, read about each of our projects in the
stories that follow and remember to contact us
to book a performance or workshop wherever
you teach, learn or work - MCT is committed to
delivering performances and workshops for
learners of all ages.







