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WELCOME TO OUR 25™ YEAR!

Time does fly! Mixed Company Theatre was officially founded on December 12,
1983. From our first show, Life on the Line, written by two co-founders Steven
Bush and Allen Booth, to our newest production, Mixed Messages, we continue
to engage, educate and empower the community.

We are continuing to bring arts to the community, working with local youth who
have experienced homelessness, and we will be working in North Etobicoke,
developing a script on the issue of harassment. Provincially, our tours are
expanding; we will be touring to Hamilton this Spring. On the international
front, we presented Mixed Messages at Performing the World in New York City.

The glowing testimonials we receive support our mandate that theatre is an
effective tool for social change. | am proud to say our efforts have been
recognized with the 2008 City of Toronto Mayor’s Community Safety Award.

| would like to thank everyone who has helped the organization. It has been an
honour for me to be part of the growth of Mixed Company’s Breaking the Cycle
of Violence series. Our Fall 2008 Tour has been extremely successful - our best
ever! We are looking forward to What If..? this spring with great anticipation.

We are planning our 25t Anniversary Gala in November, and further ahead, we
are preparing for the Spring 2010 Forum Theatre Practitioner’s Symposium.

This newsletter is our forum for sharing.
It details the work that Mixed Company Theatre performs in schools and the

community, and applauds the efforts of our clients and donors. In addition, we

provide supplementary resource links that will be of interest to you.

In this issue you'll learn about the unique ways Mixed Company has used Forum

Theatre at conferences across Ontario and internationally. You’ll hear from Lykke

Jargensen, an actress from Denmark who spent three weeks with us and is now

bringing Forum Theatre to Denmark. You'll also read about our Breaking the Cycle

of Violence Project, recently awarded a Mayor’s Community Safety Award.

Engage, Educate, Empower - and Enjoy!

Simon
Malbogat
Artistic
Director

UPCOMING EVENTS
2009 Spring School Tour!

Tackling drugs, alcohol, and peer
pressure

For Grades 9-12.

Mar 23 - Apr 21

To ensure the quality of
facilitation, there is a maximum of
200 audience members




COMMON GROUND FOUND!
SPRING 2009

Touring to schools this Spring, What lf7 tackles drugs,
alcohol, and peer pressure. Be one of the first to book the show
teachers call “engaging! ”

Mixed Company Theatre's presentations help students face challenges head-on,
bringing 1ISSUES such as substance abuse, peer pressure, and

risky choices to the forefront.

“WHAT IF...2” TOUR 09
WHAT IF...?

Tackling alcohol, drugs, and peer pressure What if...2 tours to Ontario schools
Key principles: Courage, integrity, respect from March 23-April 21, 2009.
Grades 9-12

Book your show today!

March 23 - April 21, 2009

To ensure the quality of facilitation, there is a maximum of 200 audience members . .
Some tips for youth on how to avoid

drug use.
Ryan is forced to choose between his best friend, Chris, and his girlfriend, Melissa. =

When the three of them attend a party, they must choose how much to drink and
whether or not to take drugs. At the end of the evening they debate who is sober
enough to drive home. In an effort to please both of them, Ryan makes a decision
that proves disastrous to all.

What if...? explores alcohol and drugs from a youth perspective, asking students to
discuss realistic strategies and alternatives for dealing with peer pressure and

substance abuse.

What if... Ryan, Chris, and Melissa made different choices?

What if... their story didn’t have to end in tragedy?

Book your show today!

FALL TOUR REPORT - BEST YET!

Preventing Bullying and Sexual Assault across Ontario

“Wow! | was so impressed by the material and even more by the actors’ ability to
remain in character and test our own abilities to defuse negative and demoralizing

situations...l think all of use realized that it is a slippery slope to negative, bullying
or passive and enabling behaviour...| thought it was an excellent opportunity for
children to see strong dramatic performance in action - Excellent arts enrichment!”

Parent, Cosburn Middle School,

RE: Showdown

We are thrilled to be starting our 25th year launching from our Best
Fall Season yet, with 11 performances Of Mixed Messages, our
sexual assault prevention show, and 60 performances of ShOWdOWﬂ, our
anti-bullying show. This Fall, we performed at 40 schools, reaching More
than 16 000 students.







